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President's C Message 


Books for All Iowa was the theme of the last meeting of the I. L. A. and 
because we realize that only through a sustained effort can this goal be even 
approached, we must continue to work together for that day when every citizen 
of our great state may be accorded an equal chance in library service. With 
that thought—Books for All Iowa continues to be our slogan. 

This year as an innovation we are opening our convention on Sunday with 
headquarters at Hotel Savery. There is a thrill about celebrating this fiftieth 
meeting of our Association and the Des Moines Library Club looks forward to 
welcoming you at tea at the Public Library 3:30-6:00 P. M. Members of the 
Publicity Committee will also be on hand in the Art Gallery where an exhibit 
of library publicity will be on display. 

Registration will begin at 10 A. M. and group luncheons may be arranged 
for the noon hour if desired. 


Mag C. Anpers, President, Iowa Library Association. 














Iowa Library Association 
DES MOINES: Oct. 15-17, 1939 





SPEAKERS 
Miss Essae M. Culver 


President-elect, A. L. A. 
Opening Session. 


Mr. Frederick G. Melcher 


President, R. R. Bowker Co. 
Banquet Speaker 


Miss Helen Butler 


Associate Professor, School of Librarianship, Den- 
ver, Colorado. 


Mrs. Raymond Sayre 


State Chairman, Women’s Committee, Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation. 


Placque Award Committee urges that 
dues be paid at once if you wish to cast 
a vote for the outstanding Iowa book of 
the year. 


SOCIAL OCCASIONS 


Sunday 


Luncheon for Publicity Committee—1:00 p. m. 

Tea at Public Library—3 :30-6:00 p. m. 

Buffet Supper for Trustees—6:00 p. m. 

Buffet Supper for Junior Members—6:00 p. m. 
Informal Reception following Sunday Evening Session. 


Monday 


Breakfasts for special groups—8:00 a. m. 
Open House—Drake University Library—4:30-6 :00 p. m. 
Anniversary Banquet—6:30 p. m. 


Tuesday 


Guests of the Hertzberg Bindery at Dinner—Younkers 
Tea Room—6:30 p. m. 





Hotel Room Rates 


SAVER Y—Headquarters 
Fourth and Locust 
With bath, single $2.50, $3.00 
and $3.50 
With twin beds, $5.00 and 
$6.00 
With double beds, $3.50, 
$4.00, $4.50 and $5.00 


BROWN 


Between Fourth and Fifth on 
Keo Way 


With bath, single $2.00, $2.50 
and $3.00 
With twin beds, $3.50 and 


$4.00 
With double beds, $3.00 and 
50 


$3. 
Without bath, single $1.25; 
double $2.00 


FRANKLIN 
Fifth and Locust 
With bath, single $1.75 and 
00 


$2. 

With twin beds, $3.50 and 
$4.00 

With double beds, $2.75 and 
$3.00 


VICTORIA 
Sixth and Keo Way 
With bath, single $1.50 and 
$2.00 


With twin beds, $3.00 

With double beds, $2.50 and 
$3.00 

Without bath, single $1.25; 
double $2.00 


CHAMBERLAIN 


Seventh and Locust 


With bath, single $2.00, $2.50 
and $3.00 

With shower, twin beds, 
$3.25; With tub, twin beds, 
$3.50 and $4.00 

With double beds, $3.00 

Without bath, single $1.50; 
double $2.50 
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The City Council and the Public 
Library 

Early attempts to found and main- 
tain libraries in Iowa made our state 
a leader in the early library history of 
the United States. No longer is lowa 
a leader. In its library development, 
lowa is little better off than in 1920 and 
js not keeping pace with the progress 
made by other states. There has been 
and is an almost uniform lack of library 
facilities for the people of lowa who 
live in the smaller towns and rural com- 
munities. 

The Iowa statutes make certain pro- 
visions for libraries: The fiscal year 
ends March 31 of each year. The mayor 
shall appoint the library trustees by 
and with the approval of the city coun- 
cil. Said boards may consist of five, 
seven, Or nine members. Section 5852 
provides that all appointments shall be 
for six years each, beginning the first 
day of July. In commission governed 
cities, Section 6572 records that library 
boards shall consist of five members and 
the following section provides that the 
appointment shall be made at the first 
meeting of the council in April for a 
term of five years and the board of 
trustees shall organize immediately fol- 
lowing the appointment. There is a 
great difference in the meaning of See- 
tion 5852 and Section 6573. The seven 
cities in Iowa under commission plan 
of government follow the provisions of 
Section 6573, though Keokuk has a 
board of nine members. 

Section 5856 provides that members 
of library boards shall receive no com- 
pensation for their service. A large 
number of non-paid boards and com- 
missions would have a tendency to keep 
polities out and that would be sufficient 
recommendation. 

The duties of the library board are 
simple but comprehensive as set forth 
m Section 5858. Prominent among 
these duties are, first, to decide on the 
general policy of the institution, with 
such generality or particularity as may 
seem good to it; second, to see that 
policies are carried out, employing for 
the purpose a competent staff of high 
quality and adequate number, leaving 


163 


methods and details to the staff; third, 
to do its best to see that the library has 
sufficient income to do its work in a 
dignified and satisfactory manner. 

A library must make a good material 
return for the money expended. By 
this is meant that its books and supplies 
must be purchased at fair rates, its sal- 
aries reasonably proportioned to quan- 
tity and quality of service rendered, 
and its property economically admin- 
istered. A board of trustees is derelict 
in its duty if it does not require all of 
these and more, and hold the librarian 
rigidly responsible to such require- 
ments. 

Reasonably adequate library service 
includes a main library with reading 
room facilities; special provision for 
children, lending and reference; with 
periodicals and pamphlet collections, 
and books adequate to the needs of the 
community. 

One of the many problems that have 
engaged in the interest of boards of 
trustees is the attainment of a proper 
ratio of expenditures for books to the 
expense of administration. This ratio 
is generally regarded by library pa- 
trons as abnormally small for books. 

Every trustee knows that the cireu- 
lation of books is far from the only real 
measure of a successful library. The 
growing emphasis on adult education 
has created new and active demands; 
young adults need special assistance 
and guidance in their first after-school 
years ; the library is the free university 
of the whole city, supplementing and 
eontinuing the education and the de- 
velopment of persons of all ages. 

No matter how capable the librarian 
is in administering the funds and in 
managing the library as a whole, the 
trustees supply that connecting link 
between the library and the public 
which gives the librarian assurance and 
apparently a voice in such administra- 
tion. 

We are reminded that the funds for 
carrying on the library are in hands of 
the trustees and they are accountable 
to no one for the disposition of said 
funds; however, it is their duty to see 
that the money is spent honestly and 
economically, though the method by 























which it may be administered is shared 
with the head librarian. Since the or- 
ganization of the first library in lowa 
there has never been the suspicion even 
of carelessness or dishonesty in the 
handling of library funds. 

Some trustees have been too willing 
to assume that funds for the operation 
of their libraries will be provided, and 
their duties are simply to administer 
the activities of the library and to keep 
the expenditures within the amount of 
the moneys received. 

The increase in federal and state 
taxes, including such taxes as sales tax 
and gasoline tax, has a tendency to 
cause city and town councils to reduce 
to the minimum levies for local pur- 
poses, and that includes levies for li- 
braries. In consequence, today many 
iocal communities are not able to sup- 
port their libraries creditably on the 
limited funds provided. 

Adequate support for the library and 
the informed public opinion on which 
that support is based have always been 
the particular responsibility of the li- 
brary trustees. The very title ‘‘trus- 
tee’’ implies large responsibility. 

The value of a trustee is determined 
by his real interest in the library. This 
interest does not mean faithful attend- 
ance on board meetings only but in the 
difficult tasks of trying to secure fair 
library financial support and in helping 
to present to the community the library 
as an integral and indispensable part 
of the community’s life. 

Trustees of public libraries seem alert 
to discover ways of making one dollar 
do the work of two. They endeavor to 
miss no opportunity to effect adminis- 
trative economies and maintain their 
service in its full efficiency. Is it not 
the duty of library trustees to make 
the city council and the general public 
realize these facts? The greatest value 
usually is not what the trustees do in 
the library itself, but what they repre- 
sent and stand for in the community 
outside. 

During the present or recent depres- 
sion when library levies over the state 
were being reduced, statistics gathered 
from Iowa libraries showed that more 
books circulated and general reading 
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and reference work in the libraries jp. 
creased noticeably. The circulation of 
non-fiction seemed to lead. Many rea. 
sons could be assigned for this phenom. 
enon. 

Public institutions felt the full effeety 
of the depression somewhat later than 
private business. This was _ becanse 
taxes are levied and appropriated in 
advance. For the same reasons such 
institutions must expect to lag in the 
return of prosperity. Is it fair to say 
that city councils generally felt that 
the library fund was one that could 
stand a liberal cut, since retrenchment 
must be practiced somewhere in making 
levies? This fund has not been restored 
to its standing of pre-depression years. 
Industrial output decreases in hard 
times, but reading increases, hence the 
need for more books for varied read- 
ing. Books have become a _ necessity 
in an unstable world. They are the 
fundamental tools in education and the 
only complete storehouse of knowledge. 
Books are the lifeblood of the library. 

Are we still in that period when in- 
sistent demands are being made upon 
city and town councils to reduce the 
cost of government? There are only 
two ways to do this. Either to eut 
departmental appropriations or to in- 
crease the efficiency of the public offi- 
cial or institution or both. Where a 
cut in a departmental levy is found 
necessary, such a cut usually begins 
and is most heavily felt in those depart- 
ments which are more or less estranged 
from the city hall activities. Promi- 
nent among these departments is the 
library. 

The last few years the problem 
among trustees has been to stabilize 
the income of the library in Iowa rather 
than to urge any increases in levies. 
Does not the situation call for tact, 
sympathy, and intelligent understand- 
ing of the library’s place in the com- 
munity? Above all, these circumstances 
eall for courage to defend the rights 
and privileges of that ever increasing 
number of adults and children who are 
finding in libraries the opportunities 
they need to become, or to continue t0_ 
be, intelligent, sane American citizens. 

A two-way criticism can be truthfully 











made at this point. The first deals with 
the laxness of library authorities in 
making attempts to impress upon local 
city officials and city and town em- 
ployees the service the library can ren- 
der to them. The second deals with the 
too common complaint that city offi- 
cials and employees are not interested 
in the library and do not make use of 
its resources. Testimony of city offi- 
eials, city employees, and business and 
professional men is available to the 
effect that the library staff of any li- 
brary in Iowa when requested will as- 
semble data on any sort of subject and 
do it promptly and cheerfully. City 
officials often think they are too busy 
to bother with the library when in fact 
the library could be used to good ad- 
vantage as a time saving institution. 
Is this hesitation due to the fact that 
officials and employees do not know 
what is available in their libraries and 
do not know how to use the library and 
the staff? 

A careful examination of paragraph 
19, Code Section 6211, will reveal that 
the levy for library maintenance is 
limited to one and one-fourth mills and 
provides that the rate of levy for this 
fund ‘‘shall be determined and certified 
to the council by the board of library 
trustees,’’ and quoting the last sentence 
of this paragraph, ‘‘The council shall 
make such levies accordingly.’’ That 
sentence appears to make the levy cer- 
tified by the trustees mandatory on the 
council. Subsection 20 deals with the 
library building fund, which levy is 
limited to three-fourths mill. When a 
library building has been completed 
and paid for, levies may be made in 
this fund for improvements and repairs 
and to pay rentals for branch libraries 
and stations. 

The approach to the council begins 
by offering the council a careful and 
comprehensive budget, prepared by the 
librarian and the finance committee or 
by the board of trustees. 

Since these levies are required to be 
certified to the council before the first 
day of August, it is important and 
business-like that the budget shall be 
presented to the council well in advance 
of this date and the budget items and 


amounts discussed thoroughly and 
agreed upon with the council. 

The budget should be presented in 
detail and the trustees offering it should 
be prepared to answer clearly and con- 
cisely any and all questions involved. 
It does not seem consistent that bud- 
gets should be presented to the councils 
by the librarians, though it may be ad- 
visable that the librarian accompany 
the trustees. 

One of the disgusting practices that 
should be discouraged and discontinued 
is ‘‘padding the budget.’’ It is easy 
for a library board to say: ‘‘Since the 
budget will be siashed, let’s fix it so we 
won't be hurt too much.’’ Since the 
city council is composed of honest men, 
why not approach it with honest mo- 
tives? 

In Fort Dodge the council considers 
levies for thirty-one different purposes 
and library trustees must remember 
that the levy for library purposes is but 
one of the thirty-one funds levied by 
the council. 

It is not the purpose of this paper to 
argue for a reckless expenditure of tax 
money for library facilities but it does 
plead for a fair levy and a wise and 
economical management of library 
funds to the end that the library may 
function as it should in the scheme of 
public service. Thoughtful people are 
sensible about taxation; they realize 
that taxation is a modern method of 
owning things together. Taxpayers do 
not complain of taxes when they know 
they are getting value received for their 
tax money. They are interested in 
what they get for their investment in 
other things, why not libraries? 

Section 5663 of the code provides that 
the city or town council shall make 
separate appropriations for the differ- 
ent expenditures, in cities by ordinance, 
in towns by resolution. Section 5858, 
paragraph 8, gives library boards ex- 
elusive control of all taxes levied for 
library purposes and of all moneys be- 
longing to the library fund, and Sec- 
tion 5865 requires these funds shall be 
deposited with the city treasurer and 
paid out upon the orders of the board 
of trustees. Since the language used 
for the library fund in the appropria- 
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tion ordinances varies so greatly the 
following form is proposed that has 
been approved by able legal authority 
and used at least by one council for a 
number of years. It is simple, direct, 
and sufficient : 

‘It is hereby estimated that there 
will be available in the library fund for 
the fiseal year commencing April 1, 
1939 and ending March 31, 1940 from 
taxes levied and from other sources the 
isn baie bie 6 be This sum and 
the present cash balance on hand is 
hereby appropriated, all of which may 
be used for the payment of items prop- 
erly chargeable to said library fund, to 
be expended by the board of library 
trustees as the law provides. 

City councils should consider the li- 
brary as an important and vital part of 
publie service and should not attempt 
in any way to cripple its activities. The 
trustees of libraries should respond by 
giving intelligent thought to the budget 
and its presentation to the council. 

The author of this paper realizes 
there is no one right way to appreach 
the city council with the annual request 
for a sum of money sufficient for the 
necessary expenses of the library for 
the following fiscal year. The problem 
is solved when the members of a city 
council realize fully the part the library 
should play in the community life. 
Under such circumstances there will 
be sympathetic cooperation between the 
city council and the library board, a 
condition much to be desired. 

If differences of opinion regarding 
procedure occur between library boards 
and councils, such differences should be 
referred to the city solicitor. All mu- 
nicipal officials are bound to be guided 
by his opinion and if they follow his 
advice, there can be no liability on their 
part for any of their actions. 

C. V. Finp.ay, 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 


Personals 


Pearl Amundson of Herrick, South 
Dakota, has accepted the position of 
assistant librarian at Morningside Col- 
lege, succeeding Helen Wilson, now 
Mrs. Harry Carnine. Miss Amundson 
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is a graduate of the University of South 
Dakota, ard has attended the library 
schools of the University of Chicago 
and University of Delaware. She has 
been school librarian in Badger, Minne. 
sota and Kansas, Illinois. 

Mary Barnes, of Eagle Grove, who 
attended Columbia University Library 
School the past year, has been ap. 
pointed assistant in the lowa State 
Teachers College Library at Cedar 
Falls. 

Frances Catherine Brodt, who has 
been acting as high school librarian in 
Fort Dodge this semester, was married 
to Robert James Butts of Cinnabar, 
Washington, June 12, 1939. 

Ruth Dyer, librarian at Indianola 
Public Library attended summer school 
at the University of Illinoi.. 

Alice A. Faust, of Davenport Public 
Library staff and Arthur A. Flint, of 
Davenport, were married June 10, 1939. 
Mrs. Flint will continue her work in the 
library. 

Geraldine Ferring, who was on the 
State Library staff for two years, will 
attend Michigan Library School next 
year. 

Kitty Freed, formerly of the Ames 
Public Library, has returned from Long 
Beach, California, for a short visit. 

Catherine Maschels and her blind 
father, E. L. Maschels, have two poems 
in ‘‘American voices, 1939’’ edited by 
Margaret Nelson. 

Helen S. Moylan, president of the 
American Association of Law Libraries, 
presided over the convention at San 
Franciseo, July 5-8. 

Neil Naiden, of Marshalltown, has 
been appointed assistant in the law li- 
brary at State University of Iowa. He 
will be a junior in the college of law. 

Mary Belle Nethercut, librarian of 
the Drake University Library, was 
married September 2, to G. A. Kender- 
dine, division chief of the Office of In- 
ternal Revenue of Iowa. She will con- 
tinue her work. 

Florence Noble, daughter of Mrs. 
Elmer J. Noble, of Monticello, has been 
appointed state library WPA _ super- 
visor of Iowa, succeeding Marjorie Don- 
aldson. 

Miss Noble, after graduation from 








Coe College, took a library course at 
the University of Illinois and was li- 
brarian in the Monticello Publie Li- 
brary for five years. She then secured 
a position as librarian in the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Publie Library and held a posi- 
tion in two different branches. 

Thereafter she secured the appoint- 
ment as a district library supervisor for 
WPA in southeastern Ohio. Her head- 
quarters were at Athens, and more re- 
cently at Zanesville, Ohio. At the lat- 
ter place she had charge of 300 people 
in different libraries in 21 counties of 
that state. 

An opportunity came to Marjorie 
Powers, librarian of Iowa Falls Public 
Library, to make a long distance call 
from the San Francisco World’s Fair. 
The 500 listeners heard her discuss li- 
brary affairs with her assistant, Lucille 
Miller. 

Harold Renquist, of Gowrie, who has 
been on the University of Minnesota 
Library staff has resigned this position 
and gone to Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
where he will be on the staff of the 
University of Arkansas. 


Arlene Russell, librarian at Waverly 
Public Library attended summer school 
at the University of Minnesota. 


Helen M. Stevens, children’s librarian 
at Boone, took a special summer course 
in child development at Iowa State Col- 
lege this summer. 


Agnes Swanstrom has been appointed 
librarian at Graceland College, Lamoni. 
Miss Swanstrom is a Northwestern 
University graduate. 


Gertrude Voelker, of Waverly, held 
a summer position in the library of the 
Colorado State Teachers College after 
completing her library course at the 
University of Denver Library School. 


Virginia Walton, of Indianola, who 
completed her library course at Denver 
Library School, is state inspector of 
libraries in Missouri, with headquarters 
at Kansas City. She will supervise 15 
counties. 

Joselyn Way, librarian at Wesleyan 
University, has resigned her position for 
next year. 


One Hundred Years of Art 
One of the prayers which librarians 
have made for years has been recently 
answered by ‘‘lowa artists of the first 
hundred years,’’ by Louise Orwig and 


Mrs. Zenobia B. Ness. This book fills 
a distinct need for biographical ma- 
terial about Iowa artists. It is a ver- 
itable treasure store of information 
needed frequently in library work. The 
classified lists will prove helpful for 
elub work. 

Orders may be placed with Louise 
Orwig, Public Library, Des Moines, 
Iowa. The price is $2.50. 


Iowa Breakfast at A. L. A. 


The Iowa breakfast was a pleasant 
feature of the American Library Asso- 
ciation Conference in San Francisco. 
There were 25 Iowans, past and present, 
who gathered at Hotel Whitcomb to re- 
new old associations and make new 
acquaintances. 

Our honored guest was Ralph Dun- 
bar, who spoke briefly concerning the 
work which his division is carrying on 
in Washington, D. C. 

Blanche A. Smith told about the 
changes which have been made in the 
Iowa state libraries as a result of legis- 
lative action. 

Greetings were sent to Miss Robinson. 

Those present were: Doris Rockafel- 
low, Sioux City; Marguerite Welsh 
Rogers, Tuscon, Arizona; Martha M. 
Guenther, Northwestern University ; 
Blanche Galloway, Medera County Li- 
brary, California; Jane Roberts, Ak- 
ron, Ohio; Mary F. Parmelee, Water- 
town, South Dakota; Elizabeth McMul- 
len, State Traveling Library, Des 
Moines ; Pauline Cook, State University 
of Iowa; Marian C. Young, Des Moines 
Public Library; Aleene Baker; Helen 
MeRaith, Portland, Oregon; Anna M. 
Anderson, Public Library, Tulsa, Okla- 
homa; Bertha Hughes; Mildred H. 
Pike, Sioux City; Florence Butler, 
Sioux City; Marjorie E. Kearney, Los 
Angeles Public Library; Grace Van 
Wormer, State University of Iowa; 
Persis Pooley, Council Bluffs; Phyllis 
Pooley; Alice Large, Public Library, 
Madison, Wisconsin ; Ralph M. Duntar, 
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tion ordinances varies so greatly the 
following form is proposed that has 
been approved by able legal authority 
and used at least by one council for a 
number of years. It is simple, direct, 
and sufficient : 

‘‘It is hereby estimated that there 
will be available in the library fund for 
the fiscal year commencing April 1, 
1939 and ending March 31, 1940 from 
taxes levied and from other sources the 
MTG @ acc ap vb 0.0 oc This sum and 
the present cash balance on hand is 
hereby appropriated, all of which may 
be used for the payment of items prop- 
erly chargeable to said library fund, to 
be expended by the board of library 
trustees as the law provides. 

City councils should consider the li- 
brary as an important and vital part of 
public service and should not attempt 
in any way to cripple its activities. The 
trustees of libraries should respond by 
giving intelligent thought to the budget 
and its presentation to the council. 

The author of this paper realizes 
there is no one right way to appreach 
the city council with the annual request 
for a sum of money sufficient for the 
necessary expenses of the library for 
the following fiscal year. The problem 
is solved when the members of a city 
council realize fully the part the library 
should play in the community life. 
Under such circumstances there will 
be sympathetic cooperation between the 
city council and the library board, a 
condition much to be desired. 

If differences of opinion regarding 
procedure occur between library boards 
and councils, such differences should be 
referred to the city solicitor. All mu- 
nicipal officials are bound to be guided 
by his opinion and if they follow his 
advice, there can be no liability on their 
part for any of their actions. 

C. V. Finpiay, 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 


Personals 


Pearl Amundson of Herrick, South 
Dakota, has accepted the position of 
assistant librarian at Morningside Col- 
lege, succeeding Helen Wilson, now 
Mrs. Harry Carnine. Miss Amundson 





is a graduate of the University of South 
Dakota, artd has attended the library 
schools of the University of Chicago 
and University of Delaware. She has 
been school librarian in Badger, Minne. 
sota and Kansas, Illinois. 

Mary Barnes, of Eagle Grove, who 
attended Columbia University Library 
School the past year, has been ap. 
pointed assistant in the Iowa State 
Teachers College Library at Cedar 
Falls. 

Frances Catherine Brodt, who has 
been acting as high school librarian in 
Fort Dodge this semester, was married 
to Robert James Butts of Cinnabar, 
Washington, June 12, 1939. 

Ruth Dyer, librarian at Indianola 
Publie Library attended summer school 
at the University of Illinois. 

Alice A. Faust, of Davenport Publie 
Library staff and Arthur A. Flint, of 
Davenport, were married June 10, 1939. 
Mrs. Flint will continue her work in the 
library. 

Geraldine Ferring, who was on the 
State Library staff for two years, will 
attend Michigan Library School next 
year. 

Kitty Freed, formerly of the Ames 
Public Library, has returned from Long 
Beach, California, for a short visit. 

Catherine Maschels and her blind 
father, E. L. Maschels, have two poems 
in ‘‘American voices, 1939’’ edited by 
Margaret Nelson. 

Helen S. Moylan, president of the 
American Association of Law Libraries, 
presided over the convention at San 
Franciseo, July 5-8. 

Neil Naiden, of Marshalltown, has 
been appointed assistant in the law l- 
brary at State University of Iowa. He 
will be a junior in the college of law. 

Mary Belle Nethereut, librarian of 
the Drake Univer: .- Library, was 
married September 2, to G. A. Kender- 
dine, division chief of the Office of In- 
ternal Revenue of Iowa. She will con- 
tinue her work. 

Florence Noble, daughter of Mrs. 
Elmer J. Noble, of Monticello, has been 
appointed state library WPA super 
visor of Iowa, succeeding Marjorie Don- 
aldson. 

Miss Noble, after graduation from 
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Coe College, took a library course at 
the University of Illinois and was li- 
brarian in the Monticello Publie Li- 
prary for five years. She then secured 
a position as librarian in the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Publie Library and held a posi- 
tion in two different branches. 

Thereafter she secured the appoint- 
ment as a district library supervisor for 
WPA in southeastern Ohio. Her head- 
quarters were at Athens, and more re- 
cently at Zanesville, Ohio. At the lat- 
ter place she had charge of 300 people 
in different libraries in 21 counties of 
that state. 

An opportunity came to Marjorie 
Powers, librarian of Iowa Falls Public 
Library, to make a long distance call 
from the San Franeiseo World’s Fair. 
The 500 listeners heard her discuss li- 
brary affairs with her assistant, Lucille 
Miller. 

Harold Renquist, of Gowrie, who has 
been on the University of Minnesota 
Library staff has resigned this position 
and gone to Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
where he will be on the staff of the 
University of Arkansas. 


Arlene Russell, librarian at Waverly 
Publie Library attended summer school 
at the University of Minnesota. 


Helen M. Stevens, children’s librarian 
at Boone, took a special summer course 
in child development at Iowa State Col- 
lege this summer. 


Agnes Swanstrom has been appointed 
librarian at Graceland College, Lamoni. 
Miss Swanstrom is a Northwestern 
University graduate. 


Gertrude Voelker, of Waverly, held 
a summer position in the library of the 
Colorado State Teachers College after 
completing her library course at the 
University of Denver Library School. 


Virginia Walton, of Indianola, who 
completed her library course at Denver 
Library School, is state inspector of 
libraries in Missouri, with headquarters 
at Kansas City. She will supervise 15 
counties. 


Joselyn Way, librarian at Wesleyan 
University, has resigned her position for 
next year. 


One Hundred Years of Art 

One of the prayers which librarians 
have made for years has been recently 
answered by ‘‘Iowa artists of the first 
hundred years,’’ by Louise Orwig and 
Mrs. Zenobia B. Ness. This book fills 
a distinct need for biographical ma- 
terial about Iowa artists. It is a ver- 
itable treasure store of information 
needed frequently in library work. The 
classified lists will prove helpful for 
elub work. 

Orders may be placed with Louise 
Orwig, Public Library, Des Moines, 
Iowa. The price is $2.50. 


Iowa Breakfast at A. L. A. 

The Iowa breakfast was a pleasant 
feature of the American Library Asso- 
ciation Conference in San Francisco. 
There were 25 Iowans, past and present, 
who gathered at Hotel Whitcomb to re- 
new old associations and make new 
acquaintances. 

Our honored guest was Ralph Dun- 
bar, who spoke briefly concerning the 
work which his division is carrying on 
in Washington, D. C. 

Blanche A. Smith told about the 
changes which have been made in the 
Iowa state libraries as a result of legis- 
lative action. 

Greetings were sent to Miss Robinson. 

Those present were: Doris Rockafel- 
low, Sioux City; Marguerite Welsh 
Rogers, Tuscon, Arizona; Martha M. 
Guenther, Northwestern University ; 
Blanche Galloway, Medera County Li- 
brary, California; Jane Roberts, Ak- 
ron, Ohio; Mary F. Parmelee, Water- 
town, South Dakota; Elizabeth McMul- 
len, State Traveling Library, Des 
Moines ; Pauline Cook, State University 
of Iowa; Marian C. Young, Des Moines 
Public Library; Aleene Baker; Helen 
MecRaith, Portland, Oregon; Anna M. 
Anderson, Public Library, Tulsa, Okla- 
homa; Bertha Hughes; Mildred H. 
Pike, Sioux City; Florence Butler, 
Sioux City; Marjorie E. Kearney, Los 
Angeles Public Library; Grace Van 
Wormer, State University of Iowa; 
Persis Pooley, Council Bluffs; Phyllis 
Pooley; Alice Large, Publie Library, 
Madison, Wisconsin ; Ralph M. Dunbar, 
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Library Division, Washington, D. C.; 
Irene Fetty, lowa State College, Ames ; 
Evelyn Wirnersberger, Iowa State Col- 
lege ; Ruth Wheeler, Iowa State College, 
and Blanche A. Smith, State Traveling 
Library, Des Moines. 


News from Iowa Libraries 
Ames—lIowa State College—The Iowa 


State college library has just received 
the gift of a personal collection of 220 
volumes of literature on natural his- 
tory from O. M. Oleson, of Fort Dodge. 

The books were presented to the col- 
lege library through the courtesy of 
Alice B. Story of the Fort Dodge Pub- 
lie Library. This collection of books 
was presented to the library by Mr. 
Oleson with the stipulation that those 
books which could not be put to their 
fullest use in the field to the city hi- 
brary be presented to a library, pref- 
erably in Iowa, that could use them to 
the greatest advantage. 

Dr. C. H. Brown, head librarian of 
the college library, estimated that sev- 
eral of the sets could not be duplicated 
today and others would be very expen- 
sive to replace. 

Ames — Public Library — Marjorie 
Donaldson, formerly with the Library 
Commission and for the past year state 
supervisor of the WPA Library Project, 
will join the staff of the public library 
October 1. 


Aplington—The town council has ap- 
propriated money for the support of a 
library. 

Baldwin—A public library is being 
sponsored by the Women’s Club. It is 
located in the town hall. Margaret 
Peters is librarian. 


Burlington — Jean Cooper, member 
of this year’s graduating class at Grin- 
nell College has joined the public li- 
brary staff. 


Callender—<A new sign 15 feet long 
and 22 inches high with the words 
‘‘Publie Library’’ in gold leaf has re- 
cently been placed on the Callender li- 
brary building under the direction of 
Henry Nubson, president of the Library 
Association. 


Cedar Falls—The display of books, 
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handbound by Marybelle McClelland 
and Edith Neff of the college library, 
at the city library was an inspiration 
to those who have been seeking a suit- 
able cover for worn but long treasured 
volumes. 

Gay chintz, calico, linen and prints 
which have been selected for the covers 
and labels, hand printed, complete the 
books in professional style. 

The bright poster with scissors, glue 
and remnants demonstrates the simplie- 
ity and ease with which a non-profes- 
sional may design and cover his own 
books. 

Miss McClelland and Miss Neff have 
found a hobby in book covering. They 
are constantly searching for materials 
which will not only make an attractive 
book cover, but which will complement 
the printed thought. 


Jessie Allen, assistant librarian, is 
also finding book covering a hobby and 
tells with clarity how the novice may 
become a professional. 


Cedar Rapids—E. Joanna Hagey, li- 
brarian of the public library for 29 
years has resigned her position. She 
plans to spend the winter in California 
with her mother. 

In accepting Miss Hagey’s resigna- 
tion, the board passed a resolution ex- 
pressing ‘‘deep appreciation of her 
many years of faithful service as libra- 
rian; that we commend her diligence 
in endeavoring to extend library sery- 
ice and the use of books to all parts 
of the city and to increasing numbers 
of people; that we appreciate her un- 
failing courtesy and graciousness im 
dealing with patrons and associates; 
that we recognize her valuable contri- 
bution to the cultural forces of the 
community ; and that we extend to her 
our sincere wishes for many years of 
deserved leisure, pleased that her in- 
fluence in the city will continue.”’ 

She will be succeeded by Alice B. 
Story of Fort Dodge Public Library. 

The $3,500 appropriation voted by 
the city council for public library re- 
pairs will be used primarily for repaint- 
ing, cleaning marble, and repointing 
masonry in the walls. <A portion of the 
allotment will be used to repair the 
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ventilating system and put it back in 
operation. 

Centerville—Mrs. Lillian Hays, who 
had been re-elected as librarian by the 
Drake Public Library board, offered 
her resignation. The board accepted 
the resignation with much regret and 
reluctance as Mrs. Hays has made an 
exceptionally capable librarian. She 
felt, however, that she is now entitled 
toa less strenuous life and more oppor- 
tunity to be with members of her 
family. 

During her regime the library has 
grown greatly in its service and useful- 
ness to the community. It has an aver- 
age circulation of between 5,000 and 
6,000 books a month. It is used largely 
by the schools, and the reading room 
is well supplied with good literature. 
Many out-of-town readers have been 
attracted to membership at small fees. 
Mrs. Hays has been very helpful to all 
seeking information and has been cour- 
teous and efficient in her work. The 
community as a whole will regret to see 
her leave the position she has so ably 


filled. 

Mrs. Hays will be succeeded by Lucy 
Ware as librarian. Miss Ware has been 
on the staff of the Cattermole Memorial 
Library at Fort Madison for the past 
three years. She is a graduate of Rock- 
ford College and had her library train- 
ing at Riverside Library School. 

The basement rooms of the library 
have been remodeled and decorated for 
the use of the Centerville Women’s 
Club. 

Chariton—The public library was 
closed during July while inventory and 
general house cleaning was being car- 
ried on. The local Boy Scout organiza- 
tion assisted in straightening up the 
magazine files, for which they received 
community service credits. 

Charles City—Floydine Taylor of the 
Drake University Library has accepted 
& position as assistant in the city li- 
brary. She takes the place of Mrs. 
Merle Lincoln, who has resigned after 
thirteen years’ service on the library 
staff. Before her marriage she was 
Selma Weghorst. 


Cherokee—Adelia Meyer, head of the 


juvenile department of the Cherokee 
library was granted a year’s leave of 
absence by the library board to enable 
her to study advanced library work at 
the University of Detroit. 

During her absence, Gladys Judy, 
assistant adult librarian, will substitute. 


Clear Lake—The memorial collection 
which is being donated by the family 
and friends of Betty Jones was in- 
creased by six volumes on July 25, her 
birthday. 


Corning—‘‘Old associations are not 
easily broken, as the library board of 
the Corning Public Library found when 
they accepted the resignation of Mrs. 
Austin Turner and Mrs. C. E. Okey, 
both long time members of the board. 
However, their terms expired July first 
and both refused to serve longer and 
severed a long period of excellent serv- 
ice. Taking their place on the new 
board are Mrs. Frances Turner and 
W. H. Sparboe. 

Mrs. Okey is a veteran board mem- 
ber, having served since 1903, and as 
president since 1924. Mrs. Turner was 
appointed December 29, 1928, at the 
time of the death of A. B. Turner, Sr. 
Both have been faithful in attendance 
and diligent in the performance of 
duty, and it is with keen regret that the 
members of the board and the general 
public see them step out.’’—Free Press. 

The library has been presented with 
a gift which is very valuable and much 
prized, thanks to the liberality of Fay 
Miner. The gift consists of three 
leather bound books containing auto- 
graphs of important personages. 

Collecting autographs has been a 
hobby of Mr. Miner since childhood. 
Many of these autographs were ob- 
tained while he was a page in the 
United States Senate, where contacts 
were easily made. 

In one of the books the first name 
written, and on a page by itself, was 
that of Abraham Lincoln. This name 
was penned in Mr. Miner’s book in 
1863. The name of William H. Seward, 
wartime Secretary of State, was found 
in the same book. 

The books are priceless and the li- 
brary attendants are feeling the weight 
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of responsibility along with their pride 
in possession of such treasures. 

Creston—Helen Holt, of the Des 
Moines public library staff has been 
elected school librarian in Creston. 

Des Moines — Law Library — Dr. 
James R. MeVicker, of lowa City, has 
been appointed assistant law librarian. 
He takes the place of Sara Conlin. 

Geraldine Dunham of Des Moines, 
former assistant economies librarian 
was named to be in charge of documents 
in the state law library and Margaret 
Santee of Cedar Falls was appointed as 
clerk. 

Des Moines—State Traveling Library 
—Mrs. Miriam Garner, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Houlette and Mrs. Lucretia Garretson 
have been appointed to the staff. E. 
Valborg Bestul, of Luther College Li- 
brary, has been appointed cataloger. 
She will arrive October 1. 

Dexter — The new public library 
building in Dexter was dedicated on 
Sunday afternoon, July 16 at 2:30. The 
library room has a capacity for 4,000 
volumes. 

Among those taking part in the dedi- 
cation were the state chairman of WPA, 
Mr. Gudinot of Des Moines and several 
members of his department; Blanche 
Smith, librarian of the Iowa State Trav- 
eling library and the Rev. J. Freedline. 

Dubuque County — The Bookmobile 
traveled over 1,500 miles in making the 
rounds of the district library meetings 
held in May. 

Eagle Grove—‘‘The public library is 

another one of our own institutions we 
also take for granted. If it were to be 
closed, it would be missed more than 
any of our institutions except the 
schools and churehes. Our library is 
supported by a modest budget, about 
$3,000 per year. There have been a 
few donations in books, and a few 
bonds have been donated which add to 
the annual income and this is used in 
the purchase of new books. Eagle 
Grove simply would not attempt to get 
along without the public library.’’— 
Eagle, August 31, 1939. 
- -Estherville—The library was closed 
while redecoration and installation of 
new light fixtures were being carried 
on. 





Fairfield—Mrs. Mary Steer Lutes wil] 
be the new school library assistant dur. 
ing the time the high school is using the 
public library while the new building 
is being constructed. Mrs. Lutes was 
formerly a high school teacher at Pack- 
wood. Marjorie Coates of Parsons Col. 
lege is part time assistant. 

Port Dodge—The following motion 
was passed by the library board on re. 
leasing Alice B. Story to the Cedar 
Rapids Public Library: ‘‘ Her dignified 
bearing, courteous manner, and charm- 
ing personality have endeared her to 
the staff, the board, and the patrons and 
established a high standard of efficieney 
in our library. 

In her official capacity she has ap- 
peared with credit and honor to her 
position before local, district and state 
groups. While we regret her going, 
we congratulate her on the fine and 
well deserved promotion which has 
come to her, and the Cedar Rapids 
board on securing a librarian who has 
no superior in the state. 

She has our sincere good wishes for 
continued success.’’ 

Fredericksburg—A movement to es- 
tablish a public library is being actively 
pushed by the PTA and the local clubs. 
An upstairs room has been offered by 
Mrs. F. M. Smith and F. E. Thorne. 
Funds are being solicited to carry on 
the project. 

Hardin County—aA report of County 
Superintendent M. Z. Albers shows that 
Hardin County pupils take advantage 
of the books placed within their reach. 

Books recorded as read are those read 
by students in addition to required 
text-book reading. According to the 
survey there were 77 rural schools 
which reported students having read 10 
books or more. A total of 8,277 books 
were read by 493 rural students during 
the year. 

Hillsboro—The Alpha club has col- 
lected books for the library which is 
located in a Sunday school room of the 
Christian church. 

Independence—The library has been 
moved from the upstairs room to newly 
remodeled rooms on the first floor. Most 
of the work was done by city em 
ployees. 
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Indianola—Simpson College—A com- 
plete remodeling of the interior of the 
library building is under way. Stacks 
will be removed from the first floor 
which will be made over into an addi- 
tional reading room and will, also, pro- 
vide offices for the librarian and her 
staff. Modern equipment to take care 
of 45,000 volumes will be _ installed, 
three-tier steel stacks replacing the 
present stack and storage room. The 
cost will be approximately $5,000. 

Iowa City—State University of Iowa 
—Edna Van Syoc, B.A. Simpson Col- 
lege, 1934; B.S. in L.S., Illinois Library 
School, 1939, joined the staff of the 
University of Iowa Library as a cata- 
loger on July 1, 1939. Miss Van Syoe’s 
home is at Milo, Iowa. 

Dorothy Jean Stewart, B.S., Appa- 
lachian State Teachers College, Boone, 
North Carolina, 1935; B.S. in L.S., Pea- 
body Library School, 1939, assumed 
her duties as cataloger in the Univer- 
sity of lowa Library August 23, 1939. 
Miss Stewart succeeds Marjorie D. 
Smith who resigned to accept a catalog- 
ing position in the library of the Uni- 
versity of Washington at Seattle, 
Washington. 

Marion Sladky, A.B., Milwaukee- 
Downer College, 1938 ; B.S. in L.S., Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School, 1939, 
has been appointed librarian of the 
chemistry library to succeed Mrs. Kath- 
erine G. Bledsoe, who before her recent 
marriage was Katherine Griffith. 

Romaine R. Damaske, A.B., Univer- 
sity of North Dakota, 1937; B.S. in L.S., 
Illinois Library School, 1938, whe has 
been an assistant in the acquisition de- 
partment of the University of lowa 
Library since last November, has been 
promoted to the position of assistant 
of the foreign language libraries in the 
same system, to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Marie Kelly, who 
has accepted a position as assistant in 
the circulation department of Wayne 
University, Detroit, Michigan. 

Melba McKibben, B.S. University of 
Missouri, 1935; B.S. in LS., Illinois 
Library School, 1939, has been ap- 
pointed to Miss Damaske’s former posi- 
tion. 

Merry Joy Lamb, A.B. Asbury Col- 
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lege, Wilmore, Kentucky, 1936; B.S. in 
L.S., Illinois Library School, 1938, who 
has been assistant in the circulation de- 
partment of the University of lowa Li- 
brary, has been promoted to the posi- 
tion of assistant in the Medical library 
to succeed Minne A. Seng, who resigned 
to become a cataloger in the Bay City, 
Michigan, Publie Library. 

Mrs. Gertrude Battell, who was as- 
sistant in the New York Public Library 
several years succeeds Miss Lamb. 

Sylvia Korsrud, B.A., Luther College, 
Decorah, Iowa, 1939, who studied Li- 
brary Science at the University of 
Michigan during the summer of 1939, 
has been appointed senior assistant in 
the reserve department. 

Edna Harlan, librarian of the foreign 
language libraries, was married on 
June 2, 1939, to Delmar Rodabaugh. 
For the present Mrs. Rodabaugh will 
continue with her library work. 

Mary E. Wattles, A.B. Hanover Col- 
lege, Hanover, Indjana, 1938; B.S. in 
L.S., University of Illinois Library 
School, 1939, will assume the duties of 
binding assistant on October 1, succeed- 
ing R. Mary Marshall. 

Lake City—New shelving and a mag- 
azine rack are welcome improvements 
in the library. 

Lansing—The public library has been 
taken over by the city. 

Letts—The library has been moved 
to the State Bank Building, which is 
now owned by the town. 

McGregor—The Tourist Ciub cleared 
$20 at the library benefit entertainment 
which they sponsored. 

Monticello— The Monticello Public 
Library closed during the month of 
August due to lack of funds. 

Mrs. Lee Byerly, a member of the 
library board volunteered her services 
to keep the library open two Saturday 
afternoons to allow exchange of books. 

Mount Ayr—In memory of his father 
and stepmother, the late Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Wilkerson, Honorable James H. 
Wilkerson, federal judge of the south- 
ern division of Illinois, presented a gift 
of $200 to the public library. 

Announcement of the donation was 
made in a letter addressed to H. C. 
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Beard, a member of the library board, 
who served as attorney for the Wilker- 
son estate. The money will be used to 
purchase books. 


Mount Vernon — Cornell College — 
Bernice Bailey, of Columbia, Missouri, 
was elected cataloger at the library to 
fill the position formerly held by Lucy 
Winters. Miss Bailey is a graduate of 
Stephens College and has a B.A. degree 
from the University of Missouri and a 
Bachelor of Library Science degree 
from Syracuse University. She has 
been employed in the Stephens College 
and University of Missouri libraries at 
Columbia. 

Newton—Lucille McMurray attended 
the summer session of Wisconsin Li- 
brary School. 

Ottumwa—‘‘ When a librarian wants 
a book where does he get it? At a 
library, naturally, and that is what 
Carl H. Milam of Chicago, secretary of 
the American Library Association did 
when he wanted a German-English dic- 
tionary. En route to San Francisco for 
the national convention, Mr. Milam 
found need for such a book. He had a 
letter from Germany regarding the 1940 
International Library Convention to be 
held there, and he couldn’t read it; so 
he telegraphed the Ottumwa library 
from Galesburg, Illinois, asking to bor- 
row the volume. It was at the train 
when it arrived at 5:28 p. m. Wednes- 
day.’’—Ottumwa Courier, June 15, 1939. 

Pella — Central College—Announce- 
ment has been made of the appointment 
of Mary Reed of New York City as 
librarian at Central College to succeed 
Marie Greiner who has held the post 
during the past 18 years. Miss Greiner 
has added to the college library re- 
sources materially and enthusiastically 
during the long tenure of her position. 
Never was a bit of information too in- 
significant for her to spend her time 
and energy in helping the inquirer sat- 
isfy his curiosity. Her keen observa- 
tions and insight into human nature 
have helped her in helping students and 
townspeople in their reading problems. 
Marie and Martha Greiner will continue 
to make their home in Pella. 


Miss Reed’s home has always been in 
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New Yark City. She is a graduate from 
Vassar College, has had a year at Cam- 
bridge University in England and took 
her library science work at Columbia 
University. 

Pella — Public Library—The library 
is enjoying indirect lighting since the 
installing of new light fixtures in April. 

Louis Adamiec spent several hours in 
Pella recently visiting Mrs. Leonora 
Scholte whose article on Pella, “A 
stranger in a strange land,’’ appeared 
in the April issue of Jowa Journal of 
History and Politics. 

Remsen—A sum of $300 left to the 
town by Dr. William Remsen Smith, 
for whom the town was named, will be 
used for the purchase of books for the 
library. Various organizations are fol- 
lowing the leadership of the Women’s 
Club in working for adequate library 
support. 

Riceville — The 1939 flower show, 
sponsored by the library board and 
garden club passed into history as the 
best one which has been held in the 15 
years of this joint enterprise. 

Salem—Negotiations have been com- 
pleted for the purchase of the building 
for the new library, made _ possible 
through the will of the late Mary Crew 
who left land west of town to be sold 
and the money used for a town library 
for Salem. The building bought for 
$900 is on the west side of the square 
and formerly used for a _ restaurant. 
The room is to be remodeled as soon as 
possible. 

Shenandoah—W. E. Irwin retired at 
his own request as library trustee the 
first of July. Mr. Irwin served as trus- 
tee 30 years, being president for 26 
years. His information regarding finan- 
cial conditions, both rural and city, will 
be greatly missed. He was wise in 
counsel, generous in service, and sym- 
pathetic in all matters pertaining to the 
welfare of the library and its liberal 
patronage by all. During his tenure of 
office, other trustees ably supported his 
leadership, Frederick Fischer having 
served since 1908, J. P. MeCloy since 
1916 and Denver Wilson since 1919. 
Rural library service to the county and 
to other towns has been extended dur- 
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ing his term of office. He is sueceeded 
by Mrs. Jennie Gottsch, who was vice 
president. 

From Laguna Beach, California, the 
children’s department of the city li- 
brary has received a collection of sea 
shells sent by Ruth Van Sant, a former 
Shenandoah girl. Miss Van Sant, who 
has gained renown as a writer of 
poetry, is a graduate of Shenandoah 
High School and the University of Iowa 
where she received her master’s degree. 
At present she is teaching English in 
a private school for girls at Laguna 
Beach. 

Sioux City—Mildred H. Pike, city 
librarian and Iva Glessner, head of the 
adult department at the main library, 
attended a two weeks’ institute at the 
Graduate Library school at the Univer- 
sity of Chieago. 

Spirit Lake—The Spirit Lake Nature 
Study-Camera club held its second an- 
nual photographie exhibit at the Spirit 
Lake library on June 26. There were 
19 exhibitors. 

Stuart—Margaret Ball, assistant in 
the publie library at Creston, has been 
appointed librarian succeeding Alice 
Peters, who resigned because of failing 
health. 

Tama—‘‘H. J. Ferguson, member of 
the library board, appeared on behalf 
of the board and requested that the li- 
brary fund in the 1940 budget be in- 
creased from $1,200 to $1,400. The 
council had set the fund at $1,200, a 
decrease of $200 under that allowed last 
year. 

Mr. Ferguson pointed out that the 
library board was planning to pur- 
chase some new equipment for the li- 
brary and that curtailment of the fund 
would not allow this. 

The council discussed the matter and 
finally compromised by increasing the 
budget estimate for the library fund to 
$1,300, which is $100 under that in last 
year’s budget. This was the only re- 
quest made for a change in the budget 
at the council meeting Monday which 
was also the budget hearing.’’—News- 
Herald, August 10, 1939. 

Terril—Having outgrown its present 
quarters, plans are under way to pro- 


vide a larger building for the public 
library. The library board has started 
a campaign to raise funds to supplement 
the tax levy for the building. Mrs. 
Noehren opened her home for a benefit 
luncheon. Other benefit luncheons are 
planned. 

Titonka—Mrs. Helen Beed Schram 
has succeeded Mrs. Carrie Torgersen as 
librarian. 

Villisca—The WPA Imprint Survey 
reveals that the local library has 171 
books which were published before 
1876. The earliest date is 1830. 

Washington—The public library has 
recently come into possession of a 
choice collection of relics from the Hopi 
and other Indian tribes. These relics 
are from the private collection of a 
former curator of the Field Museum of 
Chicago. Placed in a display cabinet 
in the reading room, they make an in- 
teresting and educational exhibit. 

West Bend—tThe library observed its 
first anniversary with open house Sat- 
urday afternoon and evening, August 
5. <A birthday cake, with one candle 
served as the centerpiece of a long table 
upon which was a display of the new 
books, approximately 50, which were 
purchased by the library the past year. 

Beginning with 175 books, the library 
now boasts over 2,000 volumes of its 
own. Material and informaticn in the 
reference file is growing and there is 
also an assortment of magazines and 
bulletins. 

West Liberty—A fine tribute to the 
work which Mrs. Adelaide Stober has 
done during her 20 years as librarian 
appeared in the Inder as the library 
board re-elected her for continued 
service. 

‘‘For the past 20 years, Mrs. Stober 
has served this community as librarian 
in a most efficient and courteous man- 
ner. With her, efficiency and pleasant- 
ness have gone hand in hand and she 
has won the admiration of young and 
old; but especially of the youngsters by 
her ‘firmness with courtesy’ policy. 

Through these years as librarian Mrs. 
Stober has greatly popularized the li- 
brary as a place of reference and has 
lent invaluable aid in this field to adults 
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as well as the many school pupils who 
augment their reading from the library 
shelves.”’ 

Williamsburg — About $200 was 
raised for purchasing furniture and fix- 
tures for the library at the Fete day 
which was planned and executed by 
the library board and librarian, assisted 
by local organizations. 

Woodbine—Marijorie Hillis of ‘‘ Live 
alone and like it’’ fame was here visit- 
ing relatives recently. She is collect- 
ing: material for a biography of her 
father, Newell Dwight Hillis, who was 
born and reared in this county. 

After being introduced to the public 
library on a visit there, one of the 
grades organized a library of their own 
which served the other grades. The 
librarian of the public library was in- 
vited to visit their library where a pupil 
explained to her how they conducted it. 

Yale—The American Legion Auxili- 
ary is sponsoring the establishment of 
a public library for Yale and com- 
munity. 

New municipal buildings now afford 
pleasant quarters for the libraries in: 
Ackley, Bellevue, Columbus, Dexter, 
Guttenberg, Maxwell, Milford, Wil- 
liamsburg. 

Library quarters at Dow City, In- 
wood and Redfield have been renovated 
and are showing the results of the im- 
provements. 


Necrology 

Bertha Crozier, daughter of the late 
George W. Crozier, of Knoxville, died 
in Brooklyn, New York, Sunday, June 
11, after an illness of six weeks. Miss 
Crozier had been away from Knoxville 
for over 30 years. For many years she 
had been employed as a librarian in 
the Brooklyn Public Library. 

Mrs. Maude Griffith Hands, a mem- 
ber of the Iowa City library board for 
almost eight years, died on July 4, 1939. 
The board passed a resolution express- 
ing their appreciation ofi her fine pub- 
lie service, her willingness to sacrifice 
her time and to give of her ability for 
the welfare of the library and patrons 
of it, and, also, their feeling of definite 
loss. 
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Mrs. Anna W. Karr, first librarian of 
the Osceola Publie Library, died April 
9, at the home of her sister in Kearney, 
Nebraska, where she spent the past two 
years of her life. 

Osceola feels her death deeply. All 
through the years, Mrs. Karr was 
closely associated with civic improye- 
ments of the town, especially of the li- 
brary. She was keenly interested in 
the building, then as its librarian, was 
most successful in the administration of 
its affairs. 

At the end of six years she resigned 
because of pressing home duties, but 
accepted a place on the board of trus- 
tees, which she held until her death. 
Here her service was invaluable. Asa 
member of the book committee and en- 
tertainment committee, she was always 
helpful, faithful, and dependable. 

Ella McLoney, former librarian of the 
Des Moines Public Library, died in 
Portland, Oregon, in July, 1939. 

The Algona Public Library has sus- 
tained a real loss in the death of 8. E. 
McMahon which took place on August 
26. Mr. MeMahon had been a member 
of the board for more than 38 years, 
and had been its president for over 35 
years. He was always constructive in 
his ideas and was untiring in his efforts 
to keep the library up to the highest 
possible standard. As president, he was 
tactful and tolerant, but insistent upon 
maintaining high standards. He will 
be greatly missed on the library board 
and in the community. 

Native of Anthon, Iowa, and gradu- 
ate of Morningside College, Lucille 
Vogel, member of the Los Angeles city 
library staff, was killed in an auto acel- 
dent at Bakersfield, California, August 
30, 1939. 

J. W. Young, chairman of the Ken- 
dall Young library board of trustees, 


died August 27 at his home in Webster | 


City. Mr. Young was deeply interested 
in the library and gave personal en- 
couragement to each member of the 
staff. 


Changes in Library Boards 
Adair—Mrs. Dana F. Brownlee, president of 
the library board, has resigned. 
Albia—W. A. Smith succeeds D, N. Clark. 





























Bellevue—Mrs. L. E. Kucheman has resigned. 

Burt—H. 0. Buell succeeds Mrs, F. L. Pratt. 

Corning—Mrs. F. C. Okey succeeds Mrs. C. 
E, Okey as president. Mrs. Frances Tur- 
ner and W. H. Sparboe succeed Mrs. C. E. 
Okey and Mrs, Austin Turner as members 
of the board. 

Dunlap—Mrs. Mable Millard succeeds Grace 
Gorham. 

Elkader—Mrs. W. W. Davidson succeeds Mrs. 
Roy Combs. 

Fairfield—R. C. Norman and William W. Sim- 
mons succeed J, H. Montgomery and Paul 
Junkin. 

Garner—C. H. Tompkins succeeds R. C. Wood. 

Grand Junction—Mrs. H. L. Lamb succeeds 
Albert Lankanan. 

Hampton—Mrs. Lou Mallory Luke succeeds 
Mrs. W. D. Evans (deceased). 

Hubbard—Mrs. Orley Cox has been elected 
secretary and treasurer. 

Ida Grove—Mrs. D. J. Edgar succeeds Faye 
McGonigle. 

Independence—A. H. Ward succeeds W. M. 
Woodward. 

Iowa City—Harry Shulman succeeds William 
R. Hart as president. C. C. Ries suc- 
ceeds Edward Green, and Mrs. Sarah 
Paine Hoffman, Mrs. Mavde Griffith 
Hands (deceased), 

Jefferson—Mrs. Warren Garst, Frank T. Milli- 
gan and Mrs. J. K. Johnson, Jr., succeed 
Mrs. W. S. Downes, Fred E. Gamble and 
Dr. S. G. Barker. 

Lansing—R. G. Miller, President, Mrs. C. O. 
Rud, secretary, Dr. Robert Hintz, Mrs. 
Edward Julson, Mrs. F. J. Nachtwey. 

letts—Mrs. David Reddick, president, Mrs. 
L. E. Parsons, vice president, Mary Cash- 
man, secretary, and Hallie Lee, treasurer. 

McGregor—Mrs. Harvey Hallmeyer succeeds 
Mrs. R. D. Noble. 

Maquoketa—Mrs. John W. Jordan succeeds 
Mrs. John B. Harrison. Mrs. Carolyn 
Pendray succeeds Ida Simpson who served 
on the board 17 years. Before her ap- 
pointment as a trustee, Miss Simpson was 
librarian for 20 years. 

Marcus—Mrs. G. A. Brink has resigned. 

Marengo—Mrs. Carl Eckert succeeds Jim 
Dower. 

Mount Ayr—Frank F. Wilson succeeds H. C. 
Beard. 

New Hampton—Mrs. W. J. Gleason succeeds 
Mrs. D. D. Donovan. 

Remsen—The council has named the follow- 
ing library board: Mrs. A. D. Ohlendorf, 
Mrs. A. C. Moeller, Mrs. Edward L. Lloyd, 
Mrs. P. H. Beppler, Mrs. F. J. Hussey, 
M. M. Griepenburg and Paul Grier. 

Rockwell City—Mrs. N. E. Takes succeeds 
Mrs, J. C. Frick. 

Sac — P. Jones succeeds W. F. Habe- 
ost. 

Shenandoah—Mrs. E. J. Gottsch, president, 
Mrs. C. C. Dalin, secretary, Mrs. Frank 
Nye, Mrs. De Forrest Brown, Mrs. E. A. 
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Read, Mrs. A. N. Ahligren, B. V. Guern- 
sey, Reverend J. Richard Sneed, R. K. 
Tindall. 

Sibley—Cecil Fitzsimmons succeeds Woodrow 
Hudson who was secretary during the 
past year and resigned because of his 
change of residence to Clarion. 


Sioux City—-Rabbi Theodore N. Lewis suc- 
ceeds Frank E. Scott as president of the 
board. 


Storm Lake—E. J. Mildenstein suceeéds Rob- 
ert Bleakly, Mrs. W. A. Luhmann takes 
Mrs. U. 8. Parish’s place. 

Tipton—Mrs. Fred Wilson succeeds Mrs. Sher- 
man Yates. 


Villisca—Mrs. Ed Weiner succeeds Clara 
Cowgill, who resigned after her marriage 
to William Cochran. 


West Union—Reverend W. H. Mitchell suc- 
ceeds Reverend George Fisher. 


Summer Reading Projects 

Boone—A unique book display fea- 
turing a garden of diminutive books 
about a tiny colonial house was dis- 
played in the Ericson Public Library 
during August. 

Burlington—A vacation Book fair 
was in progress in the children’s de- 
partment. Books were arrayed on cov- 
ered awning stands and an invitation 
issued to children to attend the Fair 
and select books from those attractively 
displayed. Reading eight books placed 
the name of the reader on the honor 
roll which was published in the news- 
papers. 

A vacation book shelf for high schoo] 
students was arranged. 

Cedar Rapids — ‘‘Readers Racket”’ 
was the name of the paper published 
by the children’s department and sta- 
tions of the public library. Book re- 
views, poems, stories, news items and 
drawings were included. 

Clinton—The Robin Hood Club and 
the Clock Club were the two summer 
reading organizations which boosted 
the circulation for the public library. 

Davenport—The ‘‘500 Hats’’ was the 
name of the reading club. The program 
evolves around the book ‘‘The 500 hats 
of Bartholomew Cubbins.”’ 


Each child who joined the club re- 
ceived a miniature hat on which the 
name of the book which he read was 
printed. The prize was a large hat 
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decorated with many plumes, contain- 
ing the list of the books which the win- 
ner read. 

Fort Madison — ‘‘The house that 
readers built’’ was the theme for the 
summer readers’ club. In the center 
of the children’s room was a large 
house ready for bricking. After read- 
ing a book and writing a comment 
about it, the reader wrote his name on 
a brick which he pasted on the house. 

The library branches at Richardson 
and Jefferson schools were kept open 
during the summer because of the play- 
grounds on the school grounds. 

Iowa City — Two summer reading 
clubs ‘‘Can you do it eclub’’ and ‘‘ Puzzle 
elub’’ have been working on contests 
concerned with hidden titles in stories, 
scrambled letters of titles, riddles 
about books, characters and identifica- 
tion of illustrations. 

Red Oak—A ‘‘parachute jump’’ was 
the plan used in Red Oak. Paper para- 
ehutes bearing readers’ names were 
lowered on a chart as books were read. 
The ground was reached in ten books. 

Primary children had a circus parade 
in which a paper seal animal was pasted 
opposite a child’s name when he read 
two books. 

Sutherland—A world tour, lasting 
two months was conducted by the li- 
brary. The travelers received passports 
and necessary information about trans- 
portation facilities. 

Wall Lake — The reading of five 
books entitled a child to a button which 
said, ‘‘I belong to the public library 
readers’ club.’’ 

**World’s Tour Trip Club’’ was the 
plan used in Boone, Fort Dodge, Morn- 
ing Sun, Carroll and Muscatine. 


Wants 


Corning Public Library has the fol- 
lowing bound magazines, in fair condi- 
tion, which will be given to any library 
willing to pay transportation charges. 

Atlantic, volumes 84, 89, 90 
Bookman, volume 13 
Century, old series, volumes 27, 32, 
34, 36, 37, 38, 44, 45, 46, 52, 57 
Harpers, volume 111 
Midland Monthly, volume 8 
Write to Sara Sheppard, librarian. 





Home-Made Indexes 


The Junior Members of lowa would 
like to know about any of the ‘‘home. 
made’’ indexes in the libraries of the 
state. Indexes of biography, history, 
music, pictures, plays, and local material 
no doubt have been compiled by many 
of the Iowa librarians. Such a tool may 
be just the help some neighboring library 
needs. 

The plan is to make a compilation of 
these Iowa indexes which will be in- 
cluded in a national bibliography similar 
to the A. L. A. publication ‘* Special In- 
dexes in American Libraries.’’ The 
Junior Members ask all librarians to list 
their indexes on 3x5 p-slips giving title, 
form, arrangement, scope, size, additions, 
use, and name and address of library. 

Please send to any member of the 
Local Indexes Committee. 


Victoria HarGrave, Chairman, 
Iowa State College Library 


Haze, Conway, 
Sioux City Public Library 


Frep FouMER, 
State University of lowa 
Libraries 
Virernta IRWIN, 
LeMars Public Library 
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